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Mandatory standard questions

1.   My overall impression of the course is:

 
Answers: 15 
Medel: 4,4 
Median: 4 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 0
4: 9
5: 6
No opinion: 0

2.   I found the course content to have clear links to the learning objectives of the course.

 
Answers: 15 
Medel: 4,7 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 1
4: 2
5: 12
No opinion: 0



3.   My prior knowledge was sufficient for me to benefit from the course.

 
Answers: 15 
Medel: 3,9 
Median: 4 

1: 0
2: 2
3: 4
4: 1
5: 7
No opinion: 1

4.   The information about the course was easily accessible.

 
Answers: 15 
Medel: 4,6 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 3
4: 0
5: 12
No opinion: 0

5.   The various course components (lectures, course literature, exercises etc.) have supported my learning.

 
Answers: 15 
Medel: 4,4 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 3
4: 3
5: 9
No opinion: 0

6.   The social learning environment has been inclusive, respecting differences of opinion.

 
Answers: 16 
Medel: 4,7 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 0
4: 3
5: 7



No opinion: 6

7.   The physical learning environment (facilities, equipment etc.) has been satisfactory.

 
Answers: 16 
Medel: 4,4 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 3
4: 1
5: 8
No opinion: 4

8.   The examination(s) provided opportunity to demonstrate what I had learnt during the course (see the
learning objectives).

 
Answers: 16 
Medel: 4,5 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 2
4: 4
5: 10
No opinion: 0

9.   The course covered the sustainable development aspect (environmental, social and/or financial
sustainability).

 
Answers: 16 
Medel: 4,3 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 1
3: 2
4: 1
5: 7
No opinion: 5

10.   I believe the course has included a gender and equality aspect, regarding content as well as teaching
practices (e.g. perspective on the subject, reading list, allocation of speaking time and the use of master
suppression techniques).

 



 
Answers: 16 
Medel: 4,6 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 1
4: 1
5: 5
No opinion: 9

11.   The course covered international perspectives.

 
Answers: 16 
Medel: 2,8 
Median: 2 

1: 1
2: 2
3: 1
4: 1
5: 1
No opinion: 10

12.   On average, I have spent … hours/week on the course (including timetabled hours).

 
Answers: 16 
Medel: 12,7 
Median: 6-15 

≤5: 1
6-15: 10
16-25: 5
26-35: 0
36-45: 0
≥46: 0
No opinion: 0

13.   If relevant, what is your overall experience of participating in all or part of your course online?

 
Answers: 16 
Medel: 4,2 
Median: 4 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 1
4: 8
5: 3
No opinion: 4



14.   If relevant, please share what worked well when participating in teaching on distance

15.   If relevant, please share what worked less well when participating in teaching on distance

Additional own questions

16.   In this course, the use of AI tools was permitted for coursework. We would appreciate it if you could
briefly describe: Which AI tools, if any, you used (e.g., ChatGPT, Claude, Copilot, Gemini, etc.); how
frequently you used them (e.g., not at all, for some assignments, for most assignments, or for all
assignments); and how you used them in your coursework (e.g., writing code, evaluating code, interpreting
results).
In addition, are there any benefits of the seminar sessions (whether attended in person or online) that you feel
could not have been provided by AI tools? Please provide a brief explanation. Thank you!

Course leaders comments
We thank the students and the student representative for the constructive feedback. We are happy that the overall
evaluation of the course was very positive and that students found the course educational and useful for improving
their skills in R and data analysis. We also appreciate that the combination of seminars, detailed tutorials and
assignments was generally considered helpful. The comments show, however, that some of the more advanced
modules could provide more explanation of the statistical concepts and interpretation of the model outputs, rather
than focusing mainly on following the code.

For the next course occasion, we therefore plan to include a short introductory lecture before the mixed-model
module. We will try to include more international datasets in the course material. We will also investigate the
possibility of ending the course with a session of short “speed talks”, where researchers from both the wildlife and
forestry departments briefly present types of ecological data and analytical approaches not (yet) included in the
course, for example camera-trapping or acoustic-monitoring data. Such a session could allow discussion of methods
covered or not covered in the course and may also give inspiration for possible thesis topics.

The hybrid teaching format was appreciated, but the feedback also showed that online participants were sometimes
less included or that technical problems were not immediately noticed. During future online lectures, we will therefore
aim to have a teaching assistant or another designated person monitoring the chat during all sessions and informing
the lecturer when questions or technical problems occur. We will also be more careful to use the digital pointer and
make sure that explanations given in the classroom can also be followed online.

Overall, we are pleased with the course evaluation and thank the students for several concrete suggestions that can
help us improve the course further.

Student representatives comments
As a whole, student found the course educational and helped students gain and/or improve their skills in coding and
data analysis. On average, students spent 12.7 hrs/week on the course, which is less than expected (16-25
hrs/week). The average score of point 1, 2 and 4-10 was between 4.3 and 4.7. 

More than half of the students found that they had sufficient preexisting knowledge for the course (8 people
answered 4-5 on the scale), but almost half answered that it was lacking more or less (6 people answered 2-3).
However, it is not clear if this is in regard to primarily coding with R, or if it also involves preexisting knowledge of
statistical modelling and other concepts found in the course. A couple of the lectures/modules included an
introductory powerpoint before proceeding with the code tutorial - this is a good way to facilitate learning and help
the students understand what they are doing rather than just following the tutorial. One student commented that
some modules with complicated coding output lacked explanation of what these outputs mean, and that " you only
had to copy paste the code sometimes". 



It could therefore be beneficial to include powerpoints that explain the concepts to more modules so the students can
tie the information to the tutorial that follows. 

For point 10 on the form, regarding international perspective: As research can have some differences depending on
country, one way to incorporate international perspective could be to have a lecture (perhaps toward the course
ending) with guest lecturers that have worked with ecological and/or environmental data analysis and data collection
in other parts of the world, and have this lecture as a form of open discussion. 

Regarding the online-part of the hybrid class, many students felt this was a good alternative as they could work at
their own pace and appreciated that the module tutorials, and appreciated that the course materials were provided in
time. There were also comments about online participants experiencing that it sometimes was difficult to see or
follow, for example if the teacher pointed with their hands rather than the digital pointer. One comment said it was
good when the teacher stayed in one place just by the mic, while another commented "good help when teacher
could walk around" (not clear if this student was in classroom or online). 
Some lectures had a teacher assistant (TA) that kept an eye on the zoom chat and helped the online participants,
which was appreciated. However, sometimes it was easy to miss parts of the lecture if the teacher continued with
the lecture while the TA answered a question in chat. To handle both of these issues (online participants feeling
forgotten or experiencing difficulties following, and simultaneous input from both teacher and TA), it is suggested to
1) encourage online students to have camera on and 2) TA asking teacher to pause and include them to the
question. Regarding cameras on, this can help the teacher to be aware of online participants and be able to screen
for signs of confusion or signs that they might be going too quickly. As the lectures are not recorded, the students
will also not have to worry about having cameras on. 

There were comments about technical issues, but not so much that it caused major issues and seems to have been
on a level that is to be expected and easily solved when they occured. 

Lastly, when asked about AI the answers were primarily that it was used to troubleshoot and debug code errors, and
a few also used AI to ask about certain concepts and functions, and evaluate their code and ensure they hadn't
missed anything in the task. When asked about benefits of seminar sessions that you feel could not have been
provided by AI tools, several comments appreciated being able to ask and have discussions with the teacher and
have the teacher explain research background and being able to guide students through the script. The students
was in favour for having a teacher with hands-on experience and seems to rather use AI for simpler tasks such as
troubleshooting. To ensure that students do not overuse AI and end up in rabbit holes, it could be a good idea to
have a lecture on how AI can be used, how to write helpful prompts and also show what happens if you try to solve
tasks with AI (meaning ending up in rabbit holes and add code and parts that are not asked for or needed for task).

Summary of suggestions: 
Include powerpoints to more modules
Guest lecturers with international experience and open discussions for international perspective
Keep TA to survey online chat, but have them asking teacher to pause when provided with questions
Encourage online participants to have cameras on 
Ensure that teacher use computer mouse to point on screen 
Include an AI lecure
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