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Mandatory standard questions

1. My overall impression of the course is:
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2. |found the course content to have clear links to the learning objectives of the course.
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3. My prior knowledge was sufficient for me to benefit from the course.
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4. The information about the course was easily accessible.
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5. The various course components (lectures, course literature, exercises etc.) have supported my learning.
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6. The social learning environment has been inclusive, respecting differences of opinion.
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7. The physical learning environment (facilities, equipment etc.) has been satisfactory.
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8. The examination(s) provided opportunity to demonstrate what | had learnt during the course (see the
learning objectives).
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9. The course covered the sustainable development aspect (environmental, social and/or financial
sustainability).
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10. | believe the course has included a gender and equality aspect, regarding content as well as teaching
practices (e.g. perspective on the subject, reading list, allocation of speaking time and the use of master
suppression techniques).
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11. The course covered international perspectives.
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12. On average, | have spent ... hours/week on the course (including timetabled hours).
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Course leaders comments

The course is new however based on previous courses in policy and international policy. Thank you to all students
who responded to the course evaluation and for the valuable comments for future course development.

The original idea was to deliver the course entirely on campus, but due to the number of students (four students), |
decided to switch partly to Zoom for cost reasons. | chose to hold the lectures online and the seminars on campus. |
understand that the students appreciate on-campus lectures, and in the future the plan is for the lectures to be held
mostly on site. Guest lectures are also planned to be included in the future, and these will likely take place online
only, as the course budget does not allow for travel costs for international guests.

Before the course started, it was noted that the schedule was not available—I| completely missed that this is not



done in the usual way, and unfortunately the students received the schedule too late. We now have new routines for
how schedules are published, so this will not happen again.

A challenge for the course is that it is difficult to find suitable course literature, which means that the reading list
consists of 99% links to various policy documents. It is challenging for students to navigate the material. The search
for one or two good textbooks continues. Until then, reading guidelines are important, and the students seemed to
manage navigating the material well. Seminars are important for knowledge development, where questions linked to
the course content play a key role, and in the future, more seminars may be added to further deepen learning.

The students worked on a case study throughout the entire course, where they were able to explore a topic in depth,
and according to the course evaluation, everyone seems to think it was a good component. What we did not have
time for this year was to exchange experiences with one another based on their case studies. This will be included
next year to increase knowledge exchange based on the case assignment.

Student representatives comments

Overall, students had a positive impression of the course. The average rating was 4 out of 5 and several comments
highlight that the course was interesting, relevant and well taught. The course succeeded in teaching forest policy
and governance with a strong focus on EU and UN processes, how policies are created and how they influence
forest management.

Students generally felt that the course content was clearly connected to the learning objectives. The course was
rated high for its international perspective which aligns well with the emphasis on EU and UN policy processes and
how forest policy is developed and implemented.

Some students mentioned that parts of the course felt repetitive, especially for those with prior knowledge in policy
or governance. A suggestion was made to focus more on analytical tools or deeper policy analysis to further
challenge students.

The seminars was highlighted as one of the strongest parts of the course. Students appreciated that the course
leader came to campus to hold seminars in person, even though the group was small. These seminars were
described as very important for learning, discussion and understanding complex policy processes.

Lectures were mostly held on Zoom, which was understandable given the low number of students but several
students would have preferred more lectures on campus.

The examination format, especially the case study was appreciated. Students felt it allowed them to really engage
with forest policy issues and demonstrate what they had learned. The exam was seen as fair and connected to the
course content and learning objectives.

Students felt that the learning environment was welcoming and respectful and that different opinions were
encouraged. The course also received high scores for gender, equality and sustainability which students felt were
included in both the course content and the teaching.

The reported workload varied but on average students spent around 20—25 hours per week on the course.
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