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Answer frequency 22 %

Mandatory standard questions

1. My overall impression of the course is:
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2. |found the course content to have clear links to the learning objectives of the course.
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3. My prior knowledge was sufficient for me to benefit from the course.
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4. The information about the course was easily accessible.
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5. The various course components (lectures, course literature, exercises etc.) have supported my learning.
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6. The social learning environment has been inclusive, respecting differences of opinion.
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7. The physical learning environment (facilities, equipment etc.) has been satisfactory.
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8. The examination(s) provided opportunity to demonstrate what | had learnt during the course (see the
learning objectives).
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9. The course covered the sustainable development aspect (environmental, social and/or financial
sustainability).
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10. | believe the course has included a gender and equality aspect, regarding content as well as teaching
practices (e.g. perspective on the subject, reading list, allocation of speaking time and the use of master
suppression techniques).
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The course covered international perspectives.
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12. On average, | have spent ... hours/week on the course (including timetabled hours).
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13. Delen av kursen som avhandlade system (naringskretslopp) var vardefull.
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14. Delen av kursen som avhandlade primarproduktion var vardefull.
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15. Delen av kursen som avhandlade energy var vardefull.
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16. Delen av kursen som avhandlade vatten var vardefull

16. Delen av kursen som avhandlade populationsekologi var vardefull.
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17. Workshop 1 var vardefull.
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18. Workshop 2 var vardefull.
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Course leaders comments

The course was by and large well received, with an average score of 4.4, and no score below 4, with comments
appreciating the lectures and the workshops, particularly those relative to the second part of the course (population
ecology). Workshop 1 was perceived as not equally well-linked to the exam: we will further clarify the linkages. We
will also critically revise the parts that have received relatively lower grades, although we lack specific comments to
guide us.

The fact that each part of the course has its own exam was very much appreciated, as it allowed the students to



focus on one part at the time. However, some students were not fully satisfied by the number of questions being
reduced with respect to previous year — a change implemented to address a comment received in 2024. We will
consider how to move forwards in the light of these contrasting comments.

Some comments suggest we need to improve the way we communicate the linkages between the course content
and sustainability. A suggestion in this direction is to discuss the effects of climate change on populations (climate
change is instead explicitly considered in the ecosystem ecology part, also via an ad hoc lecture). We note that
several examples are included in the textbook, but we will consider to better bring this into the lectures too. The
students also note the course falls short regarding equal opportunities. Indeed, this perspective is not present in the
lectures, as inherently the case in the topic. However, despite improvements this year, we recognize there remains a
gender imbalance among the teachers — a result of teacher availability.

Under the logistic point of view, students note that it takes time to reach SLU, making attendance difficult particularly
early in the morning. They also note that this course running in parallel to other two “heavy” courses reduces their
ability to engage. This in spite of lectures and other activities being designed for the most effective learning, and a
compact schedule at SLU, exactly in consideration of the students' heavy schedule. We will remind the students that
attendance is the most time effective way to work on this course. It appears instead unpractical to push the starting
time later in the morning, without adding days at SLU.

Students note information regarding the course was mostly sufficient and properly communicated. We appreciate
this. However, they experienced some difficulties in knowing the location of the exam and of the course evaluation.
We will make sure these are communicated through Canvas/Studium, while continuing with the same regime of
announcements relative to the different parts of the course.

In closing, we note that only 11 students out of 49 filled the course evaluation, despite two reminders, raising
questions about its representativeness.

Student representatives comments

No comments from the student representatives
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