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Evaluation report

Evaluation period: 2024-10-22   -   2024-10-24 
Answers 19
Number of students 21
Answer frequency 90 % 

Mandatory standard questions

1.   My overall impression of the course is:

 
Answers: 19 
Medel: 4,6 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 0
4: 7
5: 12
No opinion: 0

2.   I found the course content to have clear links to the learning objectives of the course.

 
Answers: 19 
Medel: 4,7 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 0
4: 6
5: 13
No opinion: 0



3.   My prior knowledge was sufficient for me to benefit from the course.

 
Answers: 19 
Medel: 4,2 
Median: 4 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 4
4: 7
5: 8
No opinion: 0

4.   The information about the course was easily accessible.

 
Answers: 19 
Medel: 4,3 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 2
3: 2
4: 3
5: 12
No opinion: 0

5.   The various course components (lectures, course literature, exercises etc.) have supported my learning.

 
Answers: 19 
Medel: 4,7 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 2
4: 2
5: 15
No opinion: 0

6.   The social learning environment has been inclusive, respecting differences of opinion.

 
Answers: 19 
Medel: 4,8 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 1
4: 2
5: 16



No opinion: 0

7.   The physical learning environment (facilities, equipment etc.) has been satisfactory.

 
Answers: 19 
Medel: 4,7 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 2
4: 1
5: 16
No opinion: 0

8.   The examination(s) provided opportunity to demonstrate what I had learnt during the course (see the
learning objectives).

 
Answers: 19 
Medel: 4,6 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 1
4: 5
5: 10
No opinion: 3

9.   The course covered the sustainable development aspect (environmental, social and/or financial
sustainability).

 
Answers: 19 
Medel: 4,4 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 4
4: 2
5: 12
No opinion: 1

10.   I believe the course has included a gender and equality aspect, regarding content as well as teaching
practices (e.g. perspective on the subject, reading list, allocation of speaking time and the use of master
suppression techniques).

 



 
Answers: 19 
Medel: 4,5 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 4
4: 0
5: 11
No opinion: 4

11.   The course covered international perspectives.

 
Answers: 19 
Medel: 4,7 
Median: 5 

1: 0
2: 0
3: 1
4: 4
5: 14
No opinion: 0

12.   On average, I have spent … hours/week on the course (including timetabled hours).

 
Answers: 19 
Medel: 33,3 
Median: 26-35 

≤5: 0
6-15: 0
16-25: 4
26-35: 4
36-45: 6
≥46: 2
No opinion: 3

Course leaders comments
Overall, the student comments were positive and some include constructive suggestions that may inspire future
revisions of the course. 

The course focuses on sustainable silviculture throughout. This was made very clear in lectures as well as in field
tours. It is difficult to understand how student comments such as 'sustainability did not play a major role during the
course' can emerge. 

It is disconcerting to see that also this year a large proportion of students spent less than 35 hours per week on the
course, and some as few as 16 hours per week. One can hardly expect a good learning outcome based on so little
work (the course is scheduled for 40 hours per week and this is the expected work load). More specifically, for these
students, participation below the expected level likely contibrutes to low exam grades and unjustified comments in



the course evalution. 

Student representatives comments
SV0059

The overall impression of the course was excellent! Positive feedback was given about the course content, thanks to
the various types of lectures, Fridays off, and the various stops during the field trip. Engaging with real-life examples,
rather than just monocultures, provided a comprehensive view of different silvicultural methods.

During the field trip a clearer guiding thread to explain the main goal of different stops would have been appreciated.
At times, it was uncertain what key information to retain, and the heavy amount of information presented (lots of
handouts) made it difficult for some students to process and identify the main points, which could be discouraging.

Prior knowledge of forestry was beneficial, but those without it managed to catch up. The organization of resources
on Canvas could be improved and inspired by other courses. Making the Canvas page more dynamic and
user-friendly would be helpful, although generally, finding documents on the website was manageable. The course
was appreciated for covering a wide range of international perspectives, although some students expressed that
more content on Sweden would have been valuable. Greater emphasis on sustainable systems would also have
been welcomed. The oral examination was effective in motivating students to study the various silvicultural systems
and tree species, but the 20-minute duration may have been too short to fully assess students' knowledge on two
different topics. An additional written exam could have supported students who do not perform their best in the oral exam.

Studying in Silvicum was generally satisfactory, although some students noted issues such as poor air circulation,
inadequate facilities for those with reduced mobility, and overcrowding. A suggestion was made to switch to Agricum
for better accommodation. Concerning the field trips, it happened that it was hard for women with or without their
periods not to have at least one planned bathroom stop during the day, in the future it would be nice to plan them in
advance. On average, students spent about 33 hours per week on the course, although this varied due to the
intense weeks with field trips and lighter weeks with Fridays off, which somewhat balanced out the workload.

SG0232

The overall impression of the course was great, with a lot of interesting content to look at! The instructor consistently
ensured that questions were answered thoroughly.

Regarding the organization of the field trips, some participants felt it could have been planned differently to avoid
leaving precisely in the second week of September, as this made some feel unprepared. Departures on Sundays at
8 am and late-night returns, sometimes as late as midnight, were also points of concern. Additionally, incorporating
more practical work during the field trip, rather than solely discussions, would have enhanced the pedagogical
approach by making the course more interactive and engaging.

The international nature of the class created an interesting environment for discussions. It was suggested that group
work and buses during the trip be randomized to facilitate better interactions among students and prevent anyone
from feeling isolated.

The absence of female lecturers and foresters during the field tour was noted, although it was understood that there
are typically fewer women in the field.
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