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Varderingsresultat

Varderingsperiod: 2025-11-26 - 2025-12-17

Antal svar 19
Studentantal 38
Svarsfrekvens 50 %

Obligatoriska standardfragor
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. Jag anser att kursens innehall hade en tydlig koppling till kursens larandemal.
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3. Mina forkunskaper var tillrdckliga for att tillgodogora mig kursen.
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4. Jag anser att kursinformationen var lattillganglig.
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5. Kursens lairandemoment (féreldsningar, litteratur, 6vningar med mera) har stéttat mitt larande.
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6. Jag anser att den sociala larmiljon har varit inkluderande dar olika tankar respekterades.
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7. Jag anser att den fysiska larmiljon (exempelvis lokaler och utrustning) var tillfredstallande.
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8. Examinationen/-erna gav mig méjlighet att visa vad jag lart mig under kursen, se larandemal.

100
Antal svar: 19
a0 Medel: 3,7
Median: 3
= 1:0
a a :
* 4:4
5:4
Har ingen uppfattning: 3
1. Instdmmer inte alls 8. Instdrmmer helt Ingen

uppfattning

9. Jag anser att kursen har berdért hallbar utveckling (miljoméassig, social och/eller ekonomisk hallbarhet).
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10. Jag anser att kursen har berort ett genus- och jamstélldhetsperspektiv i innehall och praktik (t. ex.
perspektiv pa amnet, kurslitteratur, fordelning av taltid och forekomst av harskartekniker).
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Jag har i genomsnitt lagt ... timmar per vecka pa kursen (inklusive schemalagd tid).
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The BI1281 course is a 7.5hp second-year introductory course to plant physiology. 38 students registered for the
course in 2025 of which approximately 1/6 come from the Food Sciences program and the rest from the three-year
biology and environment program. The course lasted 5 weeks and evaluation involved two written reports related to
the laboratory part of the course (2hp) and one final exam related to the oral lecture part of the course (5.5hp).

This is the seventh year | am the course leader for this course. The response rate for this year was 50% (19/38)

which was higher than last year (35% in 2024) and similar to previous years (45-60% response rates in 2020, 2021,
2022 and 2023). Although the response rate was not 100%, with 19 responses from half the class received, a good
representation and overview was provided by the class.



Changes in the course content and structure compared to last year

The 2025 course was run similar to previous years but with some modifications made to take onboard feedback from
the 2024 evaluation:

« Teachers were asked to make exam questions clearer and to test more general knowledge.

« Written reexams were replaced by Inspera digital exams so that students could write answers more easily, get
feedback from teachers more easily, and view their marks and answers to each question via the SLU Inspera
system.

* The lab compendium was revised to make lab instructions clearer and lab reports easier to write.

¢ 2 new teachers took part in lab teaching.

« 1 new teacher took part in oral lecturing.

* The course gender balance of teachers was improved compared to the previous year

e The 2023 and 2024 exams were gone over at the discussion sessions in detail with more time provided to
answer questions. Example answers were provided directly.

¢ The discussion sessions were lengthened to allow more time for the biotechnology discussion. The
biotechnology discussion session first discussed the videos, then went over previous exam questions.

* The course schedule was modified so that labs started later in the schedule to allow more lectures before to
help better introduce the labs.

» The biotic stress lecture was moved earlier in the schedule to allow students to better understand the
resource lab.

Question(s) with clearly higher marks in this year's evaluation compared to last year
Question 3. “Mina forkunskaper var tillrackliga for att tillgodogéra mig kursen.”

The 2025 course scored 4.7 compared to 4.4 in 2024. It could be that students felt better prepared due to changes
in previous courses providing necessary knowledge, and improvements to the lectures and compendium more
clearly highlighting the knowledge they need.

Question 10. “Jag anser att kursen har berort ett genus- och jamstalldhetsperspektiv i innehall och praktik (t.
ex.perspektiv pa amnet, kurslitteratur, fordelning av taltid och férekomst av harskartekniker).”

The 2025 course scored 4.5 compared to 4.0 in 2024. Several new teachers were added this year which improve the
course gender ratio and may have resulted in higher scores.

Question(s) with clearly lower marks in this year's evaluation compared to last year
Question 7. "Jag anser att den fysiska larmiljon (exempelvis lokaler och utrustning) var tillfredstallande”

The 2025 course scored a 4.3 compared to 4.6 in 2024. One issue in 2025 is that room bookings were made for 40
students, and often there were 35-39 students attending lectures which made things feel crowded. Booking larger
rooms in future years would help. Many lectures were also held in Lennart Kennes which was not a popular location.

Course leader's comments

This year, the course was taught using a very similar format as the previous years. The course was given an overall
score of 4.3/5 compared to 4.2/5 in 2024, 4.5 in 2023, 4.6 in 2022, 4.4/5 in 2021, and 4.3/5 for 2020. The score of
4.3/5 was very good and similar to scores from previous years. Students were positive about the labs, the course
introduction, the discussion sessions, the lab assistants and the teachers. They also appreciated the structure and
the schedule. Several issues were raised with the course including lab reports that were too much work, lectures that
were too long and teachers did not finish lectures on time. Some students were not happy that they had to do lab
report revisions after the course ended, and would have appreciated more information about CRISPR/Cas9. Overall,
| was happy with the course and felt the students had a very good learning environment and they performed very
well on the exams and lab reports. The marks and pass rates from the final exam were the highest in seven years
for this course, which was great to see.

Suggestions for changes in the next course, based on this year's course evaluations:

Changes | plan to make for 2026 based on these recommendations:

* Book larger rooms so that the room atmosphere is improved

e Introduce and discuss CRISPR/Cas9 technology at the biotech discussion session

« Encourage teachers to shorten their lectures so that they finish on time

« Reduce the number of lab reports to one; have the second lab involve a written assignment rather than a full
lab report

* Give the students more than one week to return lab report corrections

¢ Clearly indicate that the use of Al and programs such as ChatGPT are not permitted in the course and for
writing lab reports

« On the exam, state which questions are from which teachers

With such changes, | feel the course would improve and hopefully build upon the previous years' positive outcomes.



Charles Melnyk, course leader

Uppsala, 13 January 2026
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