R

SLU

Applied tree breeding and biotechnology
BI1437, 30104.2526

7.5 Hp

Pace of study = 100%
Education cycle = Basic
Course leader = Susan Mcevoy

Evaluation report
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Answers 3

Number of students 4

Answer frequency 75 %

Mandatory standard questions

1. My overall impression of the course is:
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2. |found the course content to have clear links to the learning objectives of the course.
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3. My prior knowledge was sufficient for me to benefit from the course.
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4. The information about the course was easily accessible.
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5. The various course components (lectures, course literature, exercises etc.) have supported my learning.
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6. The social learning environment has been inclusive, respecting differences of opinion.
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7. The physical learning environment (facilities, equipment etc.) has been satisfactory.
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8. The examination(s) provided opportunity to demonstrate what | had learnt during the course (see the
learning objectives).
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9. The course covered the sustainable development aspect (environmental, social and/or financial
sustainability).
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10. | believe the course has included a gender and equality aspect, regarding content as well as teaching
practices (e.g. perspective on the subject, reading list, allocation of speaking time and the use of master
suppression techniques).
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11. The course covered international perspectives.
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12. On average, | have spent ... hours/week on the course (including timetabled hours).
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Course leaders comments

The content of this course has evolved over recent years, originating from a course in plant biology. In 2024, there
was an attempt to shift lecture topics to more of a biotechnology and tree breeding perspective, but this was
ultimately curtailed, with the content and format scaled down due to very low student enroliment. The intent of this
adjustment was to focus on flexibility and independent learning, as noted in the course leader comments from 2025,
but students that year reported a desire for more lectures “for deeper exploration and discussion of complex topics.” |
am a new course leader and was tasked with bringing back more of the previous lectures. This resulted in an
expansion of topics more related to plant biology, as well as lectures in phenotyping, genomics, and
landscape-based breeding to enhance the fundamental set of tree breeding lectures provided by Harry Wu. In
addition, without resources to provide the former laboratory-based activity, | designed and guided computational
exercises with the intent of giving students a taste of working with related data.



In this year's evaluation, students indicated that they appreciated the expanded course topics and found the
assortment very interesting. | did indeed witness good questions and discussion in many of the lectures. There were
many positive comments regarding this as well as good suggestions for improving the course next year. Among
these, | would like to consider updating the essay assignment to make it a little more in-depth.

There was one comment referring to a couple of students who missed the exam registration window. This is set by

exam services, and exam registration is a broader issue, beyond this particular course. To help these students
complete the course in a timely manner, | proctored the exam for them personally.

Student representatives comments

No comments from the student representatives
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